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The honeſt-hearted Readers, that 


ſincerely defire to be truly informed about 


the great and weighty Matters of Religion, 
and to know Peace with God, through Jeſus 

_ Chriſt, who is the Light and Saviour of the 
World, Jobn ix. 5. 1 John iv. 14. 


\ \ E live in an Age of high Notions and 
Speculations about Matters of Religion, 


and according to the various Apprebenſions that 
many have thereof, in their Ignorance of the true 
God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent a Light 
into the World, they have ſet up this and the 
other Way and Mode of Worſhip, in Oppoſition 
and Contradiction to one another; each pretending 
Scripture for their ſeveral Ways; but wreſtin 
rather than interpreting of it, both to the Dij- 
honour of God, and Hurt of themſelves and others. 
So that they have laid a Stumbling-block, by is 
Diverſity of Opinions, not only in the Way of the 
Jew, Mahometan and Gentile, but of many alſo 
under the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity. Whereby, as 
the former have been confirmed and hardned in 
tbeir Judaiſm, Turciſm, and Paganiſm ; / the 
| A 2 latter, 
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latter, have ſome of them proved Atheiſts, Anti- 
{cripturiſts, and openly profane; others have taken 


up with the Traditions and Inventions of Men, 
inſtead of the Commandments and Ordinances 


of the Lord; and a third Sort, who are honeſt- 


hearted, and have at Times ſincere Deſires in their 
Souls after the Lord, are ſo diſtracted in their 
Minds through the Subtilty of the Enemy, who 1s 
at work in a myſterious Manner, under the vari- 
ous Forms of humanly-devifed Worſhips, that 
they know not at preſent what to join to, or where 
to fix, that they might find a true reſting Place 


for their Souls. 


For the awakening therefore of all that are 
aſleep in Sin, or empty Forms of Profeſſion, and 


or the Information of all ſuch, but more eſpecially 


of the fincere-hearted Ones, whom the Lord in 
meaſure may have awakened, and in whom he may 
have raiſed earneſt Breathings and Deſires at 
certain Times and Seaſons, in this Day of his 
tender Viſitation, after the Enjoyment of him- 


ſelf ; the Exhortation from the Lord unto ſleepy 


Sinners, and ſecure Formaliſts, is, Awake, ye 
that ſleep, and ariſe from the Dead, that 
Chriſt may give you Light and Life. Let the 
Wicked forſake his Way, and the unrighteous 
Man his Thoughts ; and let him return unto 
the Lord, and he will have Mercy upon him ; 
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon, 
Tſai. lv. 7. And to the awakened, ſeeking Ones, 
in the Sincerity and Humility of their Hearts, it 
1s the Word of the Lord, Ye are not far from the 
Kingdom of God ; my Righteouſneſs is nr, 
an 
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and my Salvation is gone forth, 1/a. li. 5. Come 
unto me, ſaith Chriſt Feſus, all ye that labour, 
and are heavy-laden, and I will give you Reſt. 
Take my Yoke upon you, and learn of me, for 
Jam meek and lowly in Heart, and ye ſhall 
find Reſt unto your Souls, Mat. xi. 28, 29. 
You will ſay perhaps, This is comfortable 
News indeed, and thou bringeſt us glad Tidings 
of good Things. But how ſhall we do to be 
made Enjoyers of them? O that we knew 
where we might find him, whom our Souls 
deſire ! that we might come even to his Seat 
Anſw. Having obtained Mercy at the Hand 
of God to be faithful, I Hill declare unto you, 
where and how you ſhall find him. Turn to the 
Light within, 0 Chriſt Jeſus in bis inward 
Appearance in your Hearts, who ſaid, I am the 
Light of the World ; he that followeth me 
ſhall not walk in Darkneſs, but ſhall have the 
Light of Life, Joh viii. 12. Be not faithleſs, 
but believing : I know the Enemy of your Souls 
will do what he can to diſcourage and hinder you; 


for he hath many Inſtruments at work, to miſre- 


preſent and aſperſe the eternal Truth of God, 
and the faithful Followers of Chriſt. The Scribes 
and Phariſees, the Prieſts and Levites, were buſy 
and induſtrious Adverſaries in Ages and Genera- 
tions paſt, and ſo are their Succeſſors now ; not- 
withſtanding their vain Pretences to Antiquity, 


Dniverſality and Conſent ; and their lying Words 
ſaying, The Temple of the Lord, the Temple 


of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, are 
theſe, Ter. vii. 4. But, O ye tender and en- 
| A 3 quiring 
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quiring Ones, I beſeech you not to follow the Voice 
of Strangers and Hirelings, who come to ſteal, 


kill and deſtroy : But hearken to the Voice of 


Chriſt Jeſus in your own Souls, who ſaid, TI am 


come that they might have Life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly. I am the good 


Shepherd ; the good Shepherd giveth his Life 
for the Sheep, John x. 10, 11. Of whom it was 
propheſied, Behold, the Lord God will come 
with a ſtrong Hand, and his Arm ſhall rule for 
him : Behold, his Reward is with him, and 
his Work before him. He ſhall feed his Flock 
like a Shepherd ; he ſhall gather the Lambs 
with his Arm, and carry them in his Boſom, 
and ſhall gently lead thoſe that are great with 
young, Ia. xl. 10, 11. Do not conceive of him, 
as toy many in their Ignorance do, that be is a 
Saviour afar off, and not nigh at hand. The 
Righteouſneſs which is of Faith, ſpeaketh on this 
w/e, Say not in your Hearts, who ſhall aſcend 
into Heaven ? that is, to bring Chriſt down 
from above. Or who ſhall deſcend into the 
Deep ? that 1s, to bring up Chriſt again from 
the Dead. But what faith it? The Word is 
nigh thee, even in thy Heart, that is the Word 
of Faith which we preach, Rom. x. 6, 7, 8. 
Now, in directing People to the Word of Faith 
in their Hearts, or the Light within, which are 
both one in Nature, though differing in Name; 
e do not thereby make void the outward Appear- 
once of Chriſt in the prepared Body, wherein. he 
came to do and ſuffer the Will of God, for the 
Redemption and Salvation of loſt Mankind ; but 
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as any Man or Woman comes to believe in the 
Light within, and to receive with Meekneſs the 
ingrafted Word; ſo we teſtify from our own Ex- 
perience, that they will be led to have an higher 
Efteem for the outward Appearance of Chriſt, 
than ever they could have before. For the experi- 
mental Knowledge of the Myſtery, enhances the 
Worth and Value of the Hiſtory. 

You fee then where you may meet with him 
whom your Souls defire, namely, within you ; For 
the Kingdom of God is within you, Luke xvii, 
21. And Chriſt in you is the Hope of Glory, 
Col. 1, 27. 

The ihe Part of your Enquiry reſpects the 
Way or Manner of your coming to meet with him, 
and how you may be made Enjoyers of his living 
Preſence : Ianſwer, Not by outward Obſervation, 
and bodily Exerciſe, which profiteth little; but 
by inward waiting, and applying of the Mind to 
the Light of Chriſt in your own Conſcience, which 
he hath cauſed to ſhine there, and to go before you ; 
and as you yield faithful Obedience to it, to guide 
you out of Darkneſs into his marvellous Light : 
For if ye believe in the Light, ye ſhall be the 
Children of the Light, fee John xii. 36. and 
come to witneſs that Peace with God, that Quiet- 

neſs and Aſſurance in your own Boſoms, which tis 
the Work and Effect of Righteouſneſs ; nay, it 
cannot be. attained any other Way. For whoever 
would come to enjoy true Peace with God, he muſt 
be made righteous ; and that by a Righteouſneſs 
wrought in him by the Spirit of Chriſt, without 
whom he can do nothing acceptable to the Lord ; 
A 4 and 


f vii ] 


and not merely by a Righteouſneſs without him. 
We can ſet our Seals to the Doctrine of Imputa- 
tion, as 'tis plainly ſtated in the Scriptures of 
Truth; that is, «hen Man tis actually poſſeſſed of 
the Righteouſneſs which 1s faid to be imputed to 


him; but not as ſome Perſons have diſguiſed it, 


who under Pretence of exalting Chriſt's Righ- 
teouſneſs without them, have made the Work of 
the holy Spirit in Sanctification, no Part of the 
Sinners Juſtification : Whereas the Formation of 
Chriſt in the Soul, is ſo abſolutely neceſſary, and 
that Formation 7s Sanctification, that without it, 
no Man ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God. 

Turn in, turn in, to-the Fountain of Life, all 
we that are athirſt for God, and draw Water out 
of the Well of Salvation ! Whoſoever drinketh, 


ſaith Chriſt Jeſus, of the Water that I ſhall give 


him, ſhall never thirſt : But the Water that I 
ſhall give him, ſhall be in him a Well of Water 
ſpringing up into everlaſting Life, John iv. 14. 
When you came to drink of this pure Water, and 
know it to be in you, as Chriſt hath teſtified, you 
will then fee what muday Streams and broken 
Cifterns you went to in Times paſt ; yea, you will 
be ſenfible, that no Notions, no Speculations, no 
Forms, nor Worſhips of Man, in his cwn Will 
and Time, are of any Value ; for as you are 
made Partaters of the holy Life of Jeſus, ſo you 
will ſee Death in every ſuch Device and Imagina- 
tion ; your Eyes will then be opened in the Light, 
70 fee the Darkneſs and Emptineſs of the ſhadowy 
and unſatisfactory Den you were ſome- 
times under. 
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To my Honoured Father, 


William Claridge. 


Honoured Father ! 


E T not my uling the ſingular Number, of 
tbou and thee, be offenſive to thee ; for *tis 


Scripture Language to a ſingle Perſon, and 
according to the right Rules of Grammar in all 
Tongues and Languages : So that if we would ſpeak 
or write truly and properly to a ſingle Perſon, and 
not fallly or flatteringly, we ought to uſe the ſingu- 
lar Number, thou and hee, and not the Plural, yor. 
I do confeſs, I have not uſed this plain and proper 
way of ſpeaking and writing formerly; but the 
Lord having convinced me of his bleſſed Light 
and Truth, as *tis own'd and receiv'd by the People 
called Quakers, and turn'd me from Darkneſs ts 
Light, and from the Power of Satan unto God, and 
holpen me to take up the Croſs of Chriſt, the 
Power of God, whereby I am in ſome meaſure 
crucified to the World, and the World unto me; 
ſo that the Life that I now live, is by the Faith of 
the Son of God, who died for all Men, and hath 
given a Manifeſtation of his Spirit unto me, and 
every Man and, Woman in the World, to profit 

| F _ withal; 
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withal ; I dare not now join with the World in any 
Thing that is contrary to Truth ; either in their 
Men-made Faiths, or Men-made Worſhips, or in 
their ſinful Practices, Cuſtoms and Uſages, or in 
their civil Ceremonies and Complements, as they 
call them: But my Faith is the Gift of God, which 
purifieth my Heart, and enableth me to overcome 
the World; and my Worſhip is that which God 
alone is the Author of, a /piritual Worſhip, and the 
Praiſe of it is of himſelf, and not of Men. Neither 
dare I, being delivered from my former Blindneſs, 
have any more to do with the unfruitful Works of 
Darkneſs, but muſt reprove them. 


For a long Time I have been as a loft Sheep going 
aſtray, wandring up and down from Mountain to 
Hill, and from Hill to Mountain, and ſeeking Reſt 
in this and the other Form of Men-made Worſhip ; 
for one ſaid, Io here is Chriſt, and another ſaid, lo 
there is Chriſt ; pretending he was either in the 
Deſarts, or in the ſecret Chambers of human Inven- 
tions : But after Trial, I found he was not there ; 
for my thirſty Soul could meet with no Water of 
Life in their broken Ciſterns, to refreſh it; my 
hungry Soul could find no living Bread in their 
Baſkets, to ſatisfy and ſuſtain it. All their Forms 
were Shadows without the Subſtance, Shells without 
the Kernel, Leaves without Fruit, Clouds without 
Rain, miſerable Comforters to my ſorrowful Soul, 
adding Afffiction to my Trouble; but adminiſter- *' 
ing no true and laſting Eaſe and Refreſhment. And 
when I was thus wandring and ſeeking in great 
Diſtreſs and Perplexity, and Cries ſprung up in my 
Soul to the Lord for Help, the Lord was pleaſed 
to ariſe, and reveal his everlaſting Arm, and ſend *! 
Redemption unto my Soul. For him whom I had 
been ſeeking Without and Abroad, I found to be | 
Within and at Home, The Word of Life, which I | 


wanted, 


. 


wanted, was nigh me, in my Heart, and in my 
Mouth; and as Jacob ſaid, Surely the Lord is in this 
Place, and I knew it not, Gen. xxviii. 16. So can!, 
that the Lord was in me, though I was ignorant 
thereof, and was looking for him without me ; Chriſt 
was within me, in my Heart and Conſcience ; the 
Seed of the heavenly Kingdom was there ; the true 
Light ſhone in my Darkneſs, the Spirit of Truth 
convinced me, though I regarded it not. 


But now, God who commanded the Light to ſhine out 
of Darkneſs, hath ſhined in my Heart, to give me the 
Light of the Knowledge of the Glory of God, in the 
Face of Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. iv. 6. And the Grace 
of God, which hath been exceeding abundant 
towards me, hath enabled me to walk in it, and 
yield Obedience to it, according to my meaſure, in 


the due and patient Exerciſe of his own heavenly 
Gift, 


Thus hath the Lord at laſt, in his infinite Mercy 
to my Soul, brought a poor dark Creature to the 
glorious Light of his beloved Son, and to the 
Brightneſs of his Riſing, and cauſed a ſtray Sheep to 
return to the Shepherd and Biſhop of our Souls, 
And being thus wonderfully turn'd to Chriſt, ihe 
true Light, my Soul earneſtly deſireth, that all 
Mankind, and particularly thou, My dear Father, 
may be turn'd to him alſo; and may effectually 
know the great Salvation that comes by Jeſus, who 
is come to ſave us from our Sins, and to redeem us 
from all Iniquity, and purify us unto himſelf a 
peculiar People, zealous of good Works : Which, 
as we come to know, we ſhall be Witneſſes indeed of 
the new Creation, and of the new Birth, without 
which, whatſoever Forms we are under, or Preten- 
tions we may make to Chriſtianity, we cannot ſee 
the Kingdom of God, For thus ſaid Chriſt to 

Nicodemus, 
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Nicodemus, Except a Man be born again, he cannot 
fee the Kingdom of God, John iii. 3. And, Marvel 
not that I ſaid unto thee, ye muſt be born again, Ver. 7. 
Now ſince this new Birth is of abſolute Neceſſity to 
be known, by every one that hopes to enter into the 
Kingdom of God, and yet is a Riddle to the greateſt 
Part of Perſons under the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity ; 
the Lord having made me a Witneſs of it, I feel his 
Drawings upon me, in the tender Love of Chriſt, 
to unfold it unto others, 


The new Birth then, is a being born again, not of 
corruptible Seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of 
God which liveth and abideth for ever, 1 Pet. 1. 23. 
There are wo Seeds and two Births, according to the 
Nature of the ſeveral Seeds; there is the corrupt and 
the incorruptible Seed; and there is the old Birth, and 
the new. The corrupt Seed, from whence the old 
Birth proceeds, is that which the envious One ſows ; 
and both this Seed and Birth tend unto Death. 


Now this is the State wherein all Men are by Na- 
ture, the corrupt Seed lives and rules in them, and 
brings forth the Fruits of Unrighteouſneſs, as be 
Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eyes, and the Pride 
of Life, 1 John ii. 16, Together with that long 
Train of Sins mentioned by the Apoſtle, Gal. v. 
19, 20, 21. Which they who commit, ſhall not 
inherit the Kingdom of God; for he will render to 
every Man according 10 his Deeds; to them, who by 
patient Continuance in well-doing, ſeek, for Glory, and 
Honour, and Immortality, eternal Life : But unto them 
that are contentious, and do not obey the Truth, but 
obey Unrighteouſneſs ; Indignation and Wrath, Rom. 
il. 6, 7, 8. TheWages of Sin is Death, Rom. vi. 23. 
Except you repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh, Luke 
xiii. 3. 5. Af ye believe not that I am he, ye ſhall die 
in your Sins, John vill, 24. He that believeth not the 

Son 
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: how: |< all not ſee Life ; but the Wrath of God abideth 
von. him, John iii. 36. 


But the incorruptible Seed, Chriſt Jeſus, Gal. iii. 16. 
the Word of the Kingdom, Mat. xiii. 19. from whence 
the New Birth comes, is both Seed and Sower him- 
ſelf ; and he ſows it in the Hearts of all Mankind, 
and would have all to keep it, and bring forth 
Fruit with Patience. But ſome are like the Va 
ſide, which receive the Seed, and the Devil cometh 
and taketh the Word out of their Hearts, leſt they 
ſhould believe and be ſaved. Some are like the „ny 
Places, that having no Root, do only believe for 
a while, and in Time of Temptation fall away. 
Others are like Thorns, which when they have heard 
the Word, go forth, and are choaked with the 
Cares, or Riches, or Pleaſures of this Life, and 
bring no Fruit to Perfection. And ſome are like 
the good Ground, which in an honeſt and good 
Heart, having heard the Word, keep it, and bring 
forth Fruit with Patience, ſome an hundred Fold, 
ſome ſixty, ſome thirty: Compare Mat. xiii. 19, 
20, 21, 22, 23. with Luke vill. 12, 13, 14, 15. 


ve The incorruptible Seed is ſown in all, not one Man 
or Woman excepted ; but we ſee the Reaſon why it 
doth not grow to Maturity in all, namely, Becauſe 
the Devil catcheth away that which was ſown in the 
Heart; or, it wants good rooting ; or is choaked by 
| the Cares, or Riches, or Pleaſnres of this Life. So 
that it is the honeſt and good Heart only which 
receives and keeps it, and ſo becomes fruittul. And 
this is the new Birth, or a being born again of 
incorruptible Seed, when the Word of God (1 mean 
Chriſt Feſus, whoſe Name is called the Word of God, 
Rev. xix. 13.) is-received, and the Word preached 
is mixed with Faith in the Hearts of them that hear 
it, whereby a Renovation in the Spirit of ow 
inds 
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Minds is experienced, the Effect of which Renew- 
ing, is manifeſted by the Fruits of the Spirit; for 
where Chriſt is formed in the Soul, od Things are 
Paſt away, and all Things are become new, 2 Cor. v. 
17. There is 4 putting off concerning the former 
Converſation, the old Man, which is corrupt, accord- 
ing to the deceitful Luſts; and the new Man is put on, 
which after God is created in Righteouſneſs and true 
Holineſs, Ephel. iv. 22, 24. And where this putting ; 
off the old Man, and putting on the new, is known 4 
and experienced, there is a true Regeneration : And f 
ſuch as know this, are true Believers in Chriſt, and 
ſhall not come into Condemnation, but are paſſed 5 
| from Death to Life. As to their former Tranſ- | 
| greſſions, they are freely forgiven through Chriſt, ? 
. the great and alone Propitiation, upon Repentance 
| from dead Works, and Faith towards the Lord 
1 Jeſus Chriſt, Their paſt Iniquities are forgiven, 
. and their Sins are covered, as though they never 
had been committed. And this is Juſtification from 
the Guilt of Sins that are paſt, through the Forbearance 
11 of God in Chriſt Feſus, whom he hath ſet forth to be 
'! a Propitiation, through Faith in his Blood, Rom. iii. 
| 25. So that all thoſe who are true Believers, are 
new Creatures; they are waſhed, ſanfified, and 
juſtified, in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the 
1 Spirit of our God, 1 Cor. vi. 11. And unto them © 
| there is no Condemnation, for they are in Chriſt Feſus, © 
and walk not after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit, Rom. 
viii. I, Theſe are the Sons and Daughters of the 
Lord God Almighty ; for they have received the 
Spirit of Adoption, whereby they cry, Abba Father, 
Rom. viii. 15. The Spirit itſelf beareth Witneſs with 
their Spirits, that they are the Children of God ; and, 
if Children, then Heirs, Heirs of God, and Foint- 
Heirs with Chriſt, Verl. 16, 17. And by theſe, 
pure and acceptable Service is performed to God, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, 
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Now, 


1 

Now if ever thou comeſt to know the new Birth, 
thou muſt know a ſpiritual Travail: There is a Sight 
and Senſe of Sin, and groaning to be delivered, be- 
fore the Man-child is born, Therefore, my dear 
Father, bring, I humbly intreat thee, every Thought 
Word and Action, to the Light of Chriſt in thy 
own Conſcience, and the Light will ſhew thee what 
they are, and will reprove the Evil, and condemn 
the Unjuſt; and as thou turneſt at Wiſdom's Re- 
proof, ſo God will pour out bis Spirit unto thee, and 
* will make known bis Words unto thee, Prov. i. 23. 
Turn therefore even now to the Lord; for he is a 
God who would have all Men to be ſaved, and to 
come unto the Knowledge of the Truth, 1 Tim. ii. 4. 
He pardoneth Iniquity, and paſſeth by the Tranſgreſſion 
of the Remnant of his Heritage; he retaineth not his 
Anger for ever, becauſe he delighteth in Mercy, Mic. 
vii. 18. To Day therefore hear his Voice, Heb. iii. 7. 
For behold, now is the accepted Time; behold, now is 
the Day of Salvation, 2 Cor. vi. 2. Conſult no 
longer with Fleſh and Blood, but take up thy Croſs 
and follow Chriſt. There is no coming to the 
Father, but by the Son; And him that cometh unto 
me, ſaith the Son, I will in no wiſe caſt out, John 
vi. 37. Thus commending thee to God, and to the 
Word of his Grace, which is able to build thee up, and 
give thee an Inheritance among all them which are 
fanttified, Acts 20. 32. 


1 Remain 
Thy Dutiful and AfeFionate Son, 
Earneſtly deſiring thine Eternal Welfare, 


George's Court, near Hick's | 
Hall, London, the 7th of RICHARD CLARIDGE, 


the Temb Month, 1697, 
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EPISTLE. | 


Moszts SERGEANT, 
Of Red-ditch in Worceſterſhire, 


Formerly a Preacher among the Baptiſts, and 
Member of the Congregation Meeting at 
Bromeſgrove, in the ſaid County, (whereof 
I alſo ſometimes was) and lately come forth F 
in a publick Teſtimony to God's bleſſed ; 
Light and Truth, 
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My dear Friend, 


Aving heard by many faithful Friends, and 
particularly by Thomas Sheward, Mary Gulſon, 
Jobn Leech, and John Bowater, of thy Faith in our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and Obedience thereunto; my 
Heart within me was right glad at the Report 
thereof, and doth even now leap for Joy, in a fel- 
low-ſenſe of the Lord's Mercy both to thee and me : 
For he hath done wonderful Things for us, in 
turning us from Darkneſs to the true Light, Chriſt 
Jeſus ; from Error, to his eternal Truth ; and from 
the Miniſtration of the Letter, to the Miniſtration of 
the Spirit; wherein his Judgments have been ſet 
before us, and Righteouſneſs and Peace have * 
eac 
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each other. And now his own Work doth praiſe 
him, and ſpeak of his Kingdom and Glory, and talk 
of his Power, which he hath made known to a 
Remnant, who were ſome time under the Dominion 
of other Lords, but now by him only they will make 
mention of his excellent Name, and declare the 
great Things he hath done for their Souls. For in 
Judah is God known, and his Name is great in Iſrael 3 
in Salem alſo is his Tabernacle, and his dwelling Place in 
Sion. There brake he the Arrows of the Bow, the Shield 


and the Sword, and the Battle, Pſal. Ixxvi. 1, 2 3. 


He ſtood and meaſured the Earth; he beheld, and drove 
aſunder the Nations , the high Mountains were ſcattered 
at his Preſence, and the ſtrong Hills do bow before him. 
The Tents of Cuſhan were in Affliction, and the Cur- 
tains of the Land of Midian did tremble, Hab. iii. 6, 

But, behold now the Glory of the Lord covereth 
the Heaven, and the Earth is full of his Praiſe. For 
he hath exalted the Horn of his People, and ſubdued 
their Enemies within, and ſhewn them the Joy of his 
Salvation : Therefore the Redeemed of the Lord praiſe 
and magnify his Name; for his Name alone is excellent, 
and his Glory is above Heaven and Earth. 


The Myſtery that was hid from us ſo long, while 
we were clouded with outward Forms, and the thick 
Vail of dark Imaginations was upon our Minds, 
throvgh the infinite Mercy of our God, is now mea- 
ſurably made known unto us, by the powerful riſing, 
of his glorious Light out of our Obſcurity 3 which 
though it ſhone in Days paſt in our dark Hearts, and 
was nigh to us for our Leader and Commander; yer 
we comprehended it not, nor ſubjected unto it. O 
the wonderful Patience and Long-{uffering of our 
God, who did not ſhut up his Loving-Kkindneſs in 
Diſpleaſure, but waited upon us ſo many Years to 
be gracious! Theretore doth my Soul bow down 
before the Lord, and tremble at his Preſence ; for 
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it is hisown almighty Arm that hath done this, and 


| it is marvellous in mine Eyes. The Remembrance 4 
| of his Mercy is ſweet, and imprints an holy A we 
1: and Dread upon me; and in a lively Senſe thereof, 
and of his Strength and Power, which I feel and . 

N | witneſs nigh to help me, as I wait upon him in the 
| . . 1 
Silence of all Fleſh, I am travelling on towards that 
14 Perfection of Reſt, which is prepared for the People 
| of God. 9. 
| 4 

| "48 
{4 But when I look back upon my former State, 


when I was dead in Sins and Treſpaſſes, and lived a 
Life of Alienation from the Life of God, and when 
dry Notions and empty Forms, Images without 
Life, prevailed, Sorrow and Heavineſs take hold 
upon me, and Grief poſſeſſeth my Reins and my 
Heart. For if the Lord had then cut me off, weep- 
ing and wailing, and gnaſhing of Teeth, might * 
have been my Portion for evermore. But, O the + 
Breadth, and Length, and Depth, and Heighth of the 
Love of God in Chriſt Jeſus, which paſſeth Knowledge ! 
Mercy rejoiced againſt Judgment, and Pity triumph- 
ed over Miſery : So I was not given over unto Death, 
for my Time was the Time of Love. The Witneſs 
of God began to ariſe in my, Conſcience, and I had 
ſome Convictions of Sin, of Righteouſneſs and 
Judgment: For I do believe the Spirit of Truth was 
then at work in my Heart, to work out Sin and 
Tranſgreſſion, and to make the Inſide of the Cu 
and Platter clean, that I might be a choſen Veſſel, 
fit for my Maſter's Uſe ; but I was not obedient to 
the Guide of my Soul, as I ought to have been; I 
was not /till and ſilent before him, waiting to receive 
only from him; but Rebellion took Place, and ! 
haſtened in my own Will and Wiſdom, and lo run- 
ning before my Leader, I forſook the Covenant 
of my God, and ran from one empty Form to 
| another, 


—_—_— ; 
- " LY oy 1 " 4 + . * +. at 1 * 6 6 ., 
* _— * 3 ˙ ao „ \ < a> ** * * — * 


> + „ 0899809 


rere & W 


P nn ys Ws fa eee = 


gf * 


G1 


another, embracing meer Shadows inſtead of the 
true Subſtance. | 


This was my Caſe, when I quitted that publick 
Station which I once had in the Church of England, 
ſo called, and fell in with the People of the baptized 
Perſwaſion, who gave me great Expectations from 
their Way of Worſhip, affirming it to be Pure, 
Primitive and Apoſtolical ; and I was glad therein 
for a Seaſon, thinking verily it had been ſo ; and 
thereupon I preached up outward Baptiſm (having 
been plunged myſelf into the Water) and the out- 
ward Supper, as the Ordinances and Inſtitutions of 
Chriſt now in force, (as I then thought) and argued 
for them upon all Occaſions, with great Zeal and 
Earneſtneſs: But this was a blind and ignorant Zeal, 
and I could meet with no ſubſtantial Peace or Satis- 
faction to my Soul, either in my contending for, or 
partaking of them. For though I eſteemed them 
glorious in their Time, yet they were long ſince 
annulled, in point of Obligation: And I found 
them to be but Hells without Vater, and Forms 
without the Power, even the Graves and Monu- 
ments of the Dead, to thoſe that ſeek the Living 
among them. For the Lord was pleaſed to ſhew 
me, by his inſhining Light, how far I had taken of 
the Fruit that grew upon the Tree of Knowledge, 
whereof he forbad Man ta eat, ſaying, In the Day 
thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die; and I had ſad 
Experience of this, by the Effects it produced ; for 
though Death had ſome Check for a Time, during 
my firſt Awakenings, yet through Diſobedience to 
the Word of Life, Death gradually prevailed upon 
me again, and I became a Captive to it. This I 
write with reſpect to my inward State, while I was 
a Preacher among the Baptiſts; for my outward 
Converſation among Men, was by the Lord's ſecret 
B 2 Power, 
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every Pot and Veſſel thereof, and to create à clean 


up unto him an Offering in Righteouſneſs ; which I 


En 5 
Power, bleſſed be his holy Name, preſerved clean 9 
of all groſs Immorality. 


Now under Death's Reign, I was fit for nothing 
but lifeleſs Forms; and there I continued, like the 
Man that was among the Tombs and Sepulchres, 
till the Seed of Life began to move and ſtir in me, 
and to ſtruggle and work for my Deliverance from 
under Death's Oppreſſion. And as this ſtirred and 2 
ſtrove in me, and I was helped by the Lord to 9 
give up (though but a little) in Obedience to it, 2 
I began to feel its Virtue, and my Heart was ten- 
dered and broken; and my Cry aſcended to the 
Lord, O Lord, ſend Redemption in thy Seed, unto my 
Soul ! Put down the Mighty from its Seat, and exalt 
that of low Degree: Let not the bruiſed Reed be broken, 
nor the ſmoaking Flax be quenched, but ſend forth 
Judgment unto Victory] And the Lord in his great 
Mercy, heard my Cry, and aroſe for my Help, 
and brought forth his Choſen with Joy, and his 
Anointed with Gladneſs. 


And now, as I felt Life to ſpring a little in me, 
ſo Death began to come upon all outward Forms 
and Adminiſtrations, which were taken up and uſed 
in the fleſhly Wiſdom of Man; and I durſt not 
touch, nor taſte, nor handle any more of them ; 
for the Time of Reformation was come, and the old 4 
Heavens and Earth, wherein thoſe Shadows had 4 
their Beginning, Growth and Continuance, were to 2 
vaniſh away; and the Lord would create a new 1 
Heaven and a new Earth, wherein dwelleth Righteouſ- 
neſs. For I was made ſenſible, by his living Power, 
that the Lord was come to his Temple, to purge 


Heart, and to renew a right Spirit within me; that fo 
I might worſhip him in Spirit and Truth, and offer 
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could not do, until the great Refiner had purified 
me from my Droſs, and refined me from my Tin. 


And now my Belly trembled, and my Lips qui- 
vered at the Preſence of the Lord, whole Brightneſs 
was as the Light, and burning Coals went forth at 
his Feet, to diſcover and burn up the Chaff with 


unquenchable Fire, and to gather the Wheat into 


his Garner. For now the very Foundations were 
diſcovered, and Jeruſalem was ſearched, as it were 
with Candles; and the Light of the Lord ſhewed 
me what Abominations were ſet up in his Temple in 
me, and how the Buyers and Sellers had defiled it, 
and that he was come to caſt them out, and to 
prepare it an Habitation for himſelf ; which muſt 
be done by the Spirit of Judgment, and the Spirit of 
Burning. And for ever bleſſed be his powerful 
Name, that I have known his Word to be unto my 
Soul as an Hammer and a Fire, breaking and melt- 
ing my rocky Heart in pieces; to be quick and 
powerful indeed, and ſharper than any two-edged 
Sword, piercing even to the dividing aſunder of Soul 
and Spirit, and of the Joints and Marrow, and is a 
Diſcerner of the Thoughts and Intents of the Heart, 
Heb. iv, 12. 


This was a terrible Miniſtration to Fleſh and 
Blood; for now Judment was ſet upon the Head of 
the Man of Sin, and upon the Heaſt, and the Whore, 
and the falſe Prophet ; for the Hour of God's Judg- 
ment was come, and the Fear and Dread of his 
everlaſting Power was upon me, and my Sou] was 
humbled before him, waiting patiently for his Sal- 
vation. O the Silence this Diſpenſation brought my 
Soul into! I became as one dumb from my own 
Words, and opened not my Mouth therein, becauſe 
It was the Lord's Doing, and the uſhering in of that 
glorious Day which hath dawned upon me. For 
g 0 B 3 behold, 
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behold, a Miniſtration that exceedeth in Glory is 
come ; old Things muſt be done away, that all Things 
may become new: And I am now, through the infinite 
Mercy of my God, a living Witneſs in my meaſure, 
of his bleſſed Truth, and feel a Travail upon my 
Soul for the Growth and Increaſe of the Government 
thereof, till we all (who truly believe in Chriſt) as 
one Body, come to a perfect Man, unto the Meaſure 
of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chriſt. For I do 
believe, he will finiſh Tranſereſſion, and make an End 
of Sins, and bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs 3 the 
Work whereof is Peace, and tbe Effect whereof is 
Quietneſs and Aſſurance for ever. 


And now, this is my Cry to the God of my Life, 
Thar I may be kept always low and tender before 
him, always watching and waiting for his bleſſed 


Appearance, to change me more and more into his 


own glorious Image and Likeneis, that I may be 
to his Praiſe and Glory, whoſe Grace has been ſo 
exceeding abundant towards me. For I can now 
experimentally ſay, Where Sin did abound, as it did 
in me, who drank up Iniquity, in Years that are 
paſt, as the Ox doth Water, there Grace hath much 
more abcunded;, and Life and Immortality is brought 
to Light, whereby Death ſhall be fwallowed up in 
Victory. For through the Aboundings of Grace, 
Jam in ſome Degree, crucified with Chriſt ; never- 
theleſs, I thank God T live ; yet not I, but Chriſt liveth 
in me; and the Life which 1 now live in the Fleſh, is 
by the Faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himſelf for me; and not for me, or ſome particular 
{elect Number of Men and Women only, but for 
the whole Lump of Mankind : For be taſted Death for 
every Man, and gave himſelf a Ranſom for all, that 
all might have the Benefit ariſing from it, if they 
give up in fincere Obedience to him. And that 
none may plead Want of Power ſo to do, the 15 
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hath cauſed his Grace, which bringeth Salvation, to 
appear to all Men; and a Manifejtation of his Spirit 
is given to every Man to profit withal, So that none 
have cauſe to complain, they have an hard Maſter, 
that requireth Brick without Straw, and expects a 
Crop where he has not ſown ; for the Lord hath 
largely extended his Mercy towards all Men, and 
ſown the Seed of the Kingdom in every Heart ; 
and though Man cannot make the Seed to grow, 
for that is God's Work alone; yet Man hath a 
Power in himſelf, though not of himlclf, to lie 
ſtill, and to wait, till God ariſe, and ſhake, and 
open the Earth, and brake the hard Clods thereof, 
and ſo make Way for the Seed to come forth. For 
tis God that worketh in us by his own Power, to 
will and to do the Things that are well-pleaſing in 
bis Sight. O 'tis not by Works of Righteouſneſs 
which we have done, or can do, in our own Will 
and Strength; but according to his Mercy he ſaved, 
and doth ſave us, by the Waſhing of Regeneration, 
and Renewing of the holy Ghoſt, which he ſhed, and 
ſheds, on us abundantly, through Teſus Chriſt our 
Saviour: That being juſtified, or made juſt, by his 
Grace, which teacheth us io deny Ungodlineſs and 
Worldly Luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
godly in this preſent Word ; looking for that bleſſed 
Hope, and the glorious Appearing of the great God, and 
our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, who is the Lord from Hea- 
ven, the quickning Spirit, we ſhould be made Heirs 
according to the Hope of eternal Lite, 


This Myſtery was hid in me in former Days, when 

I was high in Notion, and carnal Reaſoning, as is 
not Unknown to thee, and many others, both here 
and in the Country ; but now 1s merely made 
manifeſt to me, by the true Light, which enlightneth 
every Man that cometh into the World ; and even 
then ſhined in my dark Heart, though I compre- 
B 4 hended 
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heuded it not, as I hinted before in this Epiſtle. 
For the Lord, in the Riches of his Love ro my 
Soul, hath ent forth his Light and his Truth, whereby 
I have been led unto his holy Hill, and brought 
unto the Rock, which he himſelf hath opened, and 
cauſed the Waters to guſh out, and run in my dry 
Places. 


And now my Heart's Deſire is, to be kept wait- 
ing in Self-denial, and true Poverty of Spirit, before 
the Lord, that he may feed me with the Bread and 
Water of Life; and as I am thus kept and fed, I 
ſhall then be as a watered Garden, and witneſs a 
Growth and Progreſs in the bleſſed Truth. But if a 
negligent and careleſs Frame of Mind ſhould come 
upon me, which I truſt my God will preſerve me 
from, my Soul would ſoon wither, and be as an Oak 
whole Leaf fadeth. Therefore mine Eye and Sup- 
plication is to him continually, that I may bold on 
in his righteous Way, which is S/rength to the Upright - 
hearted, and where Peace floweth in as a River, and 
Joy in the boly Ghoſt aboundeth. This is the Way 
which the Lord nath caſt up for his Redeemed to 
walk in; the Way of Holineſs: Here the Enemy 


cannot hurt, the roaring Lion cannot devour; for 


no Lion nor ravenous Beaſt is found therein; but 
the ranſomed Travellers are guarded with Salvation 


on every vide, and the Glory of the Lord is their 
Rereward. 


I have ſet down theſe Things, as the Lord opened 
them upon my Spirit, and as I felt the Motion of 
Lite moving in my Heart, to communicate them 
unto thee 3 that thou, who haſt known me in m 
tormer Days, mayſt rejoice with me in the Lord, 
who alone, alone, and none elſe, hath turn'd my 
Captivity, and put a new Song in my Mouth, even 
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Praiſe unto our God, who liveth and reigneth for 
ever and ever. 


Salute my beloved Friends, Thomas Sheward and 
Mary Gulſon, when thou ſeeſt them; for they 
refreſhed me with their ſeveral Viſits, when they 
were in London. 


Salute Friends in general, though I am unknown 
to many by Face, for the Love of God is ſhed abroad 
in my Heart, and ſprings towards all Mankind ; but 
eſpecially to thoſe that walk in the Light, as God is 
in the Light : For therein the Chriſtian Fellowſhip 
ſtands, and not in any outward Models, or Forms of 
Communion whatſoever. 


The Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt be with thee. 


Amen, Amen. 


George's Court, near Hick's L = 
Hall, London, the 28th of RIc HARD CLARIDG 


tbe Eighth Month, 1698, 
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EPISTLE. 
TO. MY 
Kindred and Relations, 


According to the Fleſh, 


My dear Kindred and Relations ! 


HE great God, who is abundant in Mercy, 


wonderful in Counſel, and excellent in work- 
ing, having been pleaſed to call me by his Grace, 
and to reveal his Son in me, who was for many Years 
paſt, a blind Leader of the Blind, void of the true 
Knowledge of God, and Jeſus Chriſt, whom be hath 
ſent, a Light into the World, that whoſoever believeth 


on him ſhould not abide in Darkneſs, but have the Light 


of Life, John xii. 46. compared with viii. 12. And 
to ſhine in my dark Heart, /o give me the Light of 
the Knowledge of the Glory of God in the Face of Feſus 
Chriſt ; who though he ever lives in himſelf, yet 
was he crucified, and as a Lamb ſlain in me by 
Tranſgreſſion and Diſobedience: But Glory, Glory 
be to his everlaſting Name, he now liveth; and 


behold he is alive for evermore, Amen ! And hath . 


#be Keys of Hell and Death : I cannot be ſatisfied to 
enjoy his living Preſence alone, which I feel at this 
Time to the great refreſhing and gladding of my 
Heart, beyond the Increaſe of Corn, and Wine, and 
Oil, and all carthly Pleaſures, Profits, or Enjoy- 

ments 
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ments whatſoever : But the Love of God being ſhed 
abroad in my Heart, by the holy Ghoſt, which is 

iven unto me, conſtraineth me to love all Man- 
Kind, and to deſire the eternal Welfare of their 
immortal Souls, 


And, O that all the Sons and Daughters of Men, 
who are wandering upon the barren Mountains and 
deſolate Hills, as Sheep without a Shepherd, and 
feeding, upon that Meat which periſheth, and ſo 
cannot nouriſh the Soul to everlaſting Life, had 
their Ears opened to hear, and their Hearts inclined 
to follow the Voice of the living Shepherd, Chriſt 

eſus; who is come in his glorious inward Appear- 
ance, to gather the poor Diſperſed of Judab, and 
thoſe that are as the Outcaſts of //ael, that they 


may know the one Fold, and the one Shepherd, and 


find the true Paſture, where he makes his Lambs 
and little Ones to reſt, and feed upon the Meat that 
affords living Nouriſhment, and endures for ever 
and ever. For the Love of God is extended unto 
all, and Chriſt is the Propitiation for the Sins of 
all; and the Grace of God, which bringeth Salvation, 
hath appeared unto all; the Oxen and Fatlings are 
killed ; yea all Things are ready; and all are invited 
to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. Ho, every 
one that thirſteth, come ye to the Waters, and he that 
hath no Money : Come ye, buy and eat ; yea, come 
buy Wine and Milk without Money and without Price, 
Ifa. lv. 1. F any Man thirſt, let him come unto me, 
ſaith Chrift, and drink. He that believeth on me, as 
the Scripture bath ſaid, out of bis Belly ſhall flow 
Rivers of living Water, John vii. 37, 38. I am the 
Rooot and the Off-ſpring of David, and the bright and 
Morning Star. (For ſo is he known to be to a Rem- 
nant, * a long, dark and diſmal Night of Re- 
bellion and Apoſtacy.) And the Spirit and the Bride 
ſay, come. And let bim that beareth, ſay, come. yy 
WV TY" OT OY | 


[ 20 ] 

let him that is athirſt, come; and whoſoever will, 
let him take the Water of Life freely, Rev. xxii. 16, 
17. O the Riches of the Grace of God! O the 
Freeneſs and Largeneſs of his Invitation! All are 
called, and none are excepred, but thoſe who except 
themſelves, by wiltul Diſobedience. For this 1s the 
Teitimony of Jeſus, and J am ſure his Teſtimony 
is true: Him {hat comes to me, ſaith he, I will in no 
wiſe caſt out. For I came down from Heaven, not to do 
mine own Will, but the Will of him that ſent me. And 
this is the Father's Will, which has ſent me, that of all 
which he hath given me, TI ſhould loſe nothing, but ſhould 
raiſe it up again at the laſt Day. And this is the Will 
of him that ſent me, that every one which ſeeth the Son, 
and believeib on him, may have everlaſting Life; and 1 
will raiſe him up at the laſt Day, Jobn vi. 37, 38, 
39, 40. Mark this, 17 is the Father's Will, I ſhould 
loſe nothing. So Paul teſtifieth, That God will have 
all Men to be ſaved, and come to the Knowledge of the 
Truth, 1 Tim. ii. 4. So Peter declareth, The Lord 
is Long-ſuffering to us-ward, not willing that any ſhould 
periſh, but that all ſhould come to Repentance, 2 Pet. 
iii. 9. And the Lord himſelf faith, I have no Plea- 
ſure in the Death of him that dieth, Ezek. xviii. 32. 


Wherefore it is the Deſire and Travail of my 
Soul, that all in general, and ye my Friends and 
Kinsfolk, according to the Fleſh, in particular, may 
embrace the tender Invitation of God. Seek the Lord, 
while he may be found ; call ye upon him, while be is 
near. Let the Wicked forſake his Way, and the un- 
righteous Man his Thoughts ; and let him return unto 
the Lord, and he will have Mercy upon bim; and to 
our God, for he will abundanily pardon, Iſai. lv. 6, 7. 
Behold ! I teſtify, that this is the Day of God's 
great Love to the Children of Men : Behold! he is 
come near to every one ; yea, nearer than many 


Profeſſors at this Day, in our Nation and others, 
| do 
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do conceive : For the Word, ſaid Moſes, is very nigh 
unto thee, in thy Mouth, and in thy Heart, that thou 
mayſt do it, Deut. xxx. 14. Even the Word of Faith, 
which the Apoſtle preached, Rom. x. 8. The Word 
of Grace, which he commended the Brethren to, Ads 
xx. 32. The ingrafted Word, which was in the Beg in- 
ning with God, and was God : In whom was Life, 
and the Life was the Light of Men, John i. 1, 4. The 
Virtue of it is very excellent and precious, as they 
who have due Regard unto it, do experience. For 
as the Apoſlle ſaid, 1 is quick and powerful, and 
ſharper than any two-ecged Sword, piercing to the 
dividing aſunder of Soul and Spirit, and of the Foints 
and Marrow, and is a Diſcerner of the Thoughts and 
Intents of the Heart, Heb. iv. 12. Tis this Word 
alone which ſearcheth the Heart, and trieth the 
Reins, and by its penetrating powertul Operation, 
divides between that and our Souls, which ſeparated 
our Souls from God, The Lord compares it to a 
Fire and an Hammer, Jer. xxiii. 29. !o burn up the 
Droſs, and to break the Rock in pieces, And this is 
the Word of God, even Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, Rev. 
Xii. 13. Which giveth Light and Life to our im- 
mortal Souls, as we turn our Minds, and give up 


in ſincere Obedience to it. Man's Departure from, 


and Diſobedience to, this Word of God in the Heart, 
is the Cauſe of all his Miſery ; and he never can 
be reſtored to Happineſs, till he return to it again. 


This is a Myſtery to the Generality of profeſſing 
Chriſtians, and they ſtumble at it, and ſpeak con- 
temtibly of it; but, poor Creatures, they know 
not what they ſay, nor whereof they affirm. And 
in their Ignorance of, and Alienation from, this 
living, eternal, and internal Word, they are run out 
into Words of their own preparing, and have 
heaped to themſelves Teachers of Words ; for the 
Life and Power they are departed from. Whereby 

it 
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it comes to paſs, that many in our Day are called 
Miniſters of Chriſt, and the People ignorantly eſteem 
them as ſuch, when Chriſt never ſent them, nor did 
they ever receive the Word at his Mouth; but by 
Virtue of a mere human Call, in their own Will and 
Wiſdom, they take upon them to preach, and cry, 
The Word of the Lord, when they have no divine 
Miſſion or Authority for their Practice. For the true 
Miniſters of Chriſt are immediately ſent by him; 
and they wait in Silence of all Fleſh, Study and 
Reaſoning, to receive immediately from him, before 
they deliver to the People. It is therefore an high 
Preſumption, in all the Men- made Teachers, to 
aſſemble the People together, and to take uponthem 
to preach in the Name of the Lord, who is fore diſ- 
pleaſed with all ſuch; and in Teſtimony againſt 
them, hath given them a miſcarrying Womb, and a 
dry Breaſt, ſo that they do not profit the People at 
all, but cauſe them to err by their Lyes, Jer, xxiii. 
33. They uſe indeed many Scripture Words and 
Expreſſions, and are very ready at Chapter and 
Verſe 3 but not waiting to receive firſt, from the 
Lord immediately, the Meſſage, Counſel, Doctrine, 
or Exhortation, which they deliver to the People, 
they are but Thieves and Robbers, falſe Prophets 
and Deceivers, and the Anger of the Lord is kind- 
led againſt them. For thus faith the Lord, Behold, 
J am againſt the Prophets that ſteal my Words, every 
one from his Neighbour : Behold, I am againſt the Pro- 
phets, ſaith the Lord, that uſe their Tongues, and ſay, © 
He ſaith, Jer. xxiii. 30, 31. f 


Therefore the Wrath of God is revealed from 
Heaven againſt them: For thus ſaith the Lord, 
Wo unto the fooliſh Prophets, that follow their own 
Spirit, and have ſeen nothing, Ezek. xiii. 3. Thus © 
they pervert the Words of the living God, Jer. xxili. 36. 
And propheſy Lyes in his Name; a falſe. Viſion and 

Divination | 
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Divination, a Thing of nought, and the Deceit of theit 
Heart, Jer. xiv. 14. for the Lord neither ſpake to 


them, nor ſent them. So that they are brutiſh 
Paſtors, who deſtroy and ſcatter the Flock ; and 


they can do no otherwiſe, who run before they are 


ſent. But alas! theſe are the Prieſts and Teachers 


of many of the People, who follow them for their 
Dreams and Deluſions, and the pleaſing Things 
they preach to them; and though their immortal 
Souls lie at ſtake, yet, poor blinded Creatures, 
they follow theſe blind Guides into the Ditch. They 
are Teachers that teach for Hire, and divine for 
Money, Micah iii. 11. All looking io their own Way, 
every one for his Gain from his Quarter, Iſa. lvi. 11. 
They will bite with their Teeth, and cry, Peace; and 
he that putteth not into their Mouths, they even prepare 
War againſt bim, Mic. iii. 5. Therefore the Sun is 


gone down over theſe Prophets, and the Day is dark 


over them ; and theſe Seers ſhall be aſhamed, and theſe 
Diviners confounded ;, yea, they ſhall all cover their 
Lips, for there is no Anſwer of God, Mic. iti. 6. 7. 


This I write not by Report, Tradition, or Hear- 
ſay, but of my own Knowledge, and by fad Ex- 
perience ; for I have been among them, and tried 
them, yea, I was one of them myſelf, being for 
many Years a Prieſt of the Church of England, ſo 
called; and after that, for ſome Time a Teacher 
among the Baptiſts, who were accounted the moſt 
refined Sort of congregational Profeſſors, and have 
indeed relinquiſhed many of the national Ceremonies 
and ſuperſtitious Practices, but do yet retain much 
of the ſame Doctrine and Worſhip, which ſprung 
up in the dark and horrid Night of Apoſtacy ; fo that 
ſome Branches of the bitter Tree are lop'd off only, 
but the main Body of it is ſtill ſtanding. Therefore 
the Lord, in his infinice Mercy to ray Soul, called 
me out from amongſt them, and turn'd me to his 

Light 
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Light ſhining in my Heart; which is the Word that 
was in the Beginning with God, even Jeſus Chriſt, the 
ſame Yeſterday, to Day, and for ever: Who is come 
to teach his People himſelf : And I have known, and do 
know his Teaching to be an inward Miniſtry, in the 
Heart and Conſciencez and that he doth teach to 
profit, which none of the Hirelings of the World 
can do: For he teacheth with Authority, and not as 
the Scribes ; he teacheth, that the Inſide of the Cup 
and Platter muſt be made clean, but the Scribes waſh 
the out/ide; he teacheth that a Man muſt be born 
again, or he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God. 
But what do the Scribes ſay to this? They talk in- 
deed of Regeneration, and recommend it to the Peo- 
ple as indiſpenſibly neceſſary : But what kind of 
Regeneration is it? Not a total and perfect Regenera- 
tion from all Sin, not a State of Liberty and Redemp- 
tion from the Nature and Being of Sin : No, this is not 
their Doctrine; but the Regeneration which they 

reach and maintain, is a partial and imperfect 
Work, a Thing to be done to the Halves: For 
this is their Doctrine, It is impoſſible, ſay they, to be 
perfectly freed from Sin on this Side the Grave: And 
by this their Fleſh-pleaſing Doctrine, they gain and 
keep their Proſelytes; rendring the contrary Doc- 
trine impoſſible, and utterly inconſiſtent with the 
End of Cbriſt's Coming. But they miſerably err, 
not knowing the Scriptures, nor the Power of God ; 
for it was the End of Chrifs Coming in the Fleſh, 
above ſeventeen Hundred Years ago, and he is 
now come at this Day in the Spirit, to deſtroy the 
Works of the Devil, to finiſh Tranſgreſſion, to make 
an End of Sins, and to make Reconciliation for 
Iniquity, and bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs. He 
came not only to give himſelf a Sacrifice of Propitia- 
tion for the Sins of the whole Worid, but alſo to redeem 
us from all Iniquiiy, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar 
People, zealous of good Works, Tit. 11, 14. M hat 
eing 
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being made free from Sin, and becoming Servants 10 
God, we may have our Fruit unto Holineſs, and the 
Eud everlaſting Life, Rom. vi. 22. 


The Soul is of extraordinary Value, of more 
Worth than all the World ; and therefore it con- 
cerns every one to ſee to it, that he be not deceived 
in an Affair of ſo great Importance. And for the 
avoiding of Error therein, let every one look i- 
ward, to the ſpiritual Appearance of Chriſt in 1he 
Heart; and as they give up in faithful Reſignation 
and Obedience to that Appearance, Chriſt wil! lead 
them out of Sin and Error, both in Converſation, 
Doctrine and Worſhip, and eſtabliſh them in Righ- 
teouſneſs and in Truth; and teach them that pure 
and holy Worſhip, which firſt cometh from God, 
and then returns to him again with Acceptance. 


This Doctrine may, and doth ſeem ſtrange to 
many that are accounted the H/iſe and Prudent by 
the World; for it is hid from them : But I do teſtify 
and declare, that *tis the Doctrine of Jes Chriſt, 
and is revealed only unto Babes: Whoſoever will 
learn it, he muſt become as a little Cbild; and he 
muſt deny himſelf, and take up his Croſs, and folly 
Chriſt ; who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life : 
Unto whom, in the tender Mercies of God, wherein 
my Heart is enlarged towards you, and all Man- 
kind, I heartily commend you ; beſeeching him, 
who miniſtereth both Seed to the Sower, and bleſſeth 
the Seed ſown, to bleſs my Work and Labour of 
2 to you, and as many as ſhall have the Peruſal 
Ot it. 

Nour Travailing Friend and Kinſman, 


For the New Birth in you, 
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THE FOURTH 


EPIST LE. 


BEING 


Something by Way of Diſcovery of the Subtle 
Workings of Satan, in my own Experience ; 
and a Word of faithful Counſel, and tender 
Caution thereupon, in an Epiſtle to thoſe 


tempted and exerciſed Ones, that are convin- 
ced of the Bleſſed Truth. 


My dear Friends] 


Fter the Soul, by the inſhining Light of Chriſt, 
comes to be convincingly enlightned, and by 
tne powerful Manifeſtation, or Revelation thereof in 
the Heart and Conſcience, is inabled to believe in, 
to join to, and to give itſelf up to be led and guided 
by it; the Soul is brought in a gradual Progreſs, t 


witneſs and experience ſomething of an effectua 


turning from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power 
of Satan unto God; fomething of the new Birth, or 
new Creation; whereof, as Chriſt is the ſole Author 
and Beginner, ſo it fixeth its Eye upon him alone, 
to be the Carrier on, and Finiſher. 


For having ſeen, in the Light which is within, its 
miſerable Fall and Degeneracy from that primitive 
Purity and Righteouſneſs wherein -it was created ; 
the Odiouſneſs and Sinfulneſs of Sin, its Diſtance 
and Alienation from the holy Life of Feſus, the 
Juſtice of God againſt all Unrighteouſneſs, its own 

Inability 
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Inability to make Satisfaction for the leaſt Offence, 
and the utter Impoſſibility of ever enjoying God 
in that Condition: From the Senſe whereof ariſeth 
great Horror of Mind, Perplexity of Spirit, and Fear 
of everlaſting Deſtrufion, without the infinite Mercy 
and Love of God ; which is alſo manifeſted by the 
ſame bleſſed Light : For as that is diligently mind- 
ed, and attended to, it makes a twofold Diſcovery 
to the Soul; firſt of Sin, and then of a Saviour; who 
is merciful and gracious, nigh, even in the Heart, 
and both able and willing, through his righteous 
Judgments, to heal the Bruiſed, bind up the Broken, 
deliver the Captive, ſet at Liberty the Priſoner, fave, 
cleanſe and juſtify the Contrite in Spirit, and give 
Reſt to the labouring and heavy Laden: From 
whence there ariſes Sighs and Groans, and Supplications, 
which aſcend unto the Lord, whole Eye is over his 
rravailing Seed, and his Ear open unto its Cry. And 
now, being made ſenſible of the Love of God, the 
Soul begins to burn with fervent Deſires after che 
Enjoyment of his Preſence, and to be made willing; 
to part with all its former Lovers for the Sake of 
Chriſt, whom it prizes and values above all in this 
World, taking up its Crs, and denying Sc and 
reſolving, through the Lord's Aſſiſtance, to cleave 
ſtedfaſtly to him, and to follow him in the Rege- 
neration. 


After the Soul has thus travailed, and had this 
Experience, in the beginning Work of true Con ver- 
fion ;, after it hath known ſomething of a War in 
Righteouſneſs againſt the World, the Fleth, and the 
Devil : The Devil, who could not hold the Soul 
any longer in Captivity, now regretting and env} - 
ing its Eſcape out of the Snare, imploys his uſual 
Subtilty to intangle it again, and to bring it into 
that Bondage it formerly was in: And various are 
the Ways and Means he uſeth to accompliſh and 
effect it. Some Inſtances whereof, being through 
8 Mercy 
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Mercy not unacquainted with his Devices, I ſhall 
here ſet down, | 


Sometimes the Enemy will tempt the Soul to 
queſtion the Truth itſelf, and the Power and Ability 
that is in it, to make and keep the Soul free; or 
to ſtumble at the Croſs of Chriſt, as being an heavy 
Yoke, and uneaſy to be borne ; or to be offended at 
the Narrowneſs of the Way of the Lord, and ſo by 
Degrees to get above the Witneſs of God in the Con- 


ſcience, to decline the plain and ſimple Teſtimony of 


Truth, and take up with a Form of Godlineſs, without 
the Life and Power; whereby it comes to wax dry, 
and then to fade and wither, returning into the 
broad Way again, into the World, and Spirit of it 
again; like the Dog to his Vomit, or the Sow that was 
waſhed, io her wallowing in the Mire. 


But if the Enemy be prevented here, ſo that he 
cannot prevail upon the Soul to ſhake or unſertle 
it, as to its Foundation, or bring it into Bondage 
again, to the Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye, 
or the Pride of Life : But the Soul is ſtrengthned and 
preſerved by the Lord, to reſiſt him ſtedfaſtly in the 
Faith: Then this cunning Adverſary applies himſelf 
to other Methods, wherein he lurks as a Snake in 
the Graſs , and is not ſo caſily diſcerned, becauſe they 
carry ſome Reſemblance of the Light : Unto which 
Light, notwithſtanding, if the Soul did diligently 
attend, and wait low upon, it would in due Time 
fully detect both them, and this wily Enemy in them : 
But it often falls out, thro' Unwatchfulneſs and Non- 
attention to the Light within, and making too much 


Haſte, before Things are ſufficiently tried by the 


Standard which God hath ſet up to examine them by ; 


that ſubtle Transformations and falſe Appearances are 


taken for true and real Manifeſtations ; as the Shadow 


for the Body ; and the Image or Likeneſs for the 
Lite and Subſtance, 


Thus 
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Thus the Enemy ſometimes endeavours to beguile 
the Soul into a miſtaken Reſt and Satisfaction in the 
firſt Knowledge it had of the 77%, when it experi— 
enced ſomething of the beginning Work of Regene- 
ration; whereby it comes to abate in its Zeal, cool in 
its Love to Truth, and to be much flackned in its 
Travel and Progreſs towards Perfection. Whence 
enſues a Laodicean Neutrality and Indifferency, the 
Soul is neither quite hot nor cold; but reflecting 
upon former Experience and Enjoy ments, and feed- 
ing upon old Wine and Manna, or perhaps a little 
new Wine now and then in its old Boitle ; which being 
old, cannot retain the Vine, but it ſoon runneth out, 
and is loſt ; the Soul comes to reſt and center in a 
kind of Round, or Circle, of bodily Exerciſe, in 
meer formal and cuſtomary Obſervations, 


If the Enemy cannot effect this, then he will 
ſtrive to exalt the Mind above Meaſure, upon the 
Senſe of ſome preſent great Enjoyment, or to delight 
it with ſome pleaſant Pictures and Images of hea- 
venly Things ; or to deck it with Gifts, inſtead of 
the Covering of the Spirit; or to run it into high 
Speculations, lofty Notions, and ſelfiſh fleſhly Rea- 
ſonings about ſpiritual Objects; or to form ſtrange 
Viſions and Ideas in the Mind and Fancy, whereby 
ſome, in their deceived Apprehenſions, have been 
caught up, as it were, into the third Heaven, but 
the whole Rapture has been nothing but a Decep- 
tion or Impoſture of the Enemy, who knows how 
to transform himſelf into the Likeneſs of an Angel 
of Light. For certain it is, that as the Soul's Safety 
lies in low and conſtant waiting upon the Lord, in 
the Babe-like Simpleneſs and Humility, to feel the 
immediate Spring of Life to open; ſo its Danger 
lies, in being drawn or turn'd away from thence, 
The Spring of Life is the Baſis or Center of Unity, 
Comfort, Stability, and Safety : Whoever there- 
fore is removed or diyerted from this, *tis no mar- 
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boar for a Time into imaginary Heights, 
link into a divided, unſteady and ſhatter'd 


Condition. 


Again, 'tis the Work of the Spirit of Error, to 
iead tne Soul into a Neglect, or low Eſteem of the 
holy Scriptures, upon Pretence of their Needleſneſs 
or Uſeleſneſs, becauſe we are under the Feachings 
of the Spirit of Truth : For the Spirit of Truth 
never leads any to that. For though the Spirit be 
the primary and principal Rule of Faith and 
Practice, it being the Saints Rule before the holy 
Scriptures were given forth, and without which they 
cannot be ſpiritually or ſavingly underſtood or ap” 
plied : Yer foraſmuch as they contain the Teſti- 
mony of God, of Chriſt, and of his Servants and 
Handmaidens, upon whom he poured out of his 
Spirit, and are profitable for D:rine, for Reproof, 
for Correction, and for Inſtruttion in Righteouſneſs ; 
yea, able to make wiſe unto Salvation, through Faith 
which is in Chriſt Feſus: We ought to bleſs the 
Lord for them, and eſteem them not only as a 
Rule, bur as the beſt ſecondary and ſubordinate 
Rule extant in the World; and I do hereby teſtify 
and declare of them as ſuch, and that they are of 
excellent Uſe, when they are opened in us by the 
ſame holy Spirit that gave them forth, and we 


come to witneſs the Truth and Benefit of them in 


our own Particulars. 


I ſpeak of thoſe who have the holy Scriptures, 
and having the Uſe of their rational Faculties, can 
read them, or hear them read ; and when read, are 
capable of underſtanding them : But as for thoſe 


who have them not, or are under any natural Inca- 


pacity, the Caſe is otherwiſe with ſuch ; as the 
Heathen, little Infants, Idiots, diſtracted Perſons, 
and ſuch as are born both blind, deaf and dumb, 


Where much is given, there much is required; and 


where 
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where lictle is beſtowed, there little is expected; 
tor God is not a hard Maſter, to reap where he 
has not ſown. 


Now this is not to deny the Sufficiency of the 
Light or Spirit of Truth, without the holy Scriptures ; 
for the Light or Spirit is undoubtedly ſufficient of 
itſelf, even without the holy Scriptures, to lead and 
guide the Faithful into all Truth: But to manifeſt 
that all Men are obliged to Faithfulneſs, according 


to what they have received; whether five Talents, 


or two, or one, a proportionable Improvement is 
required from them. And therefore we, who are 
under the Teachings of the Spirit, which the Heathen 
have as well as we; yet having the holy Scriptures 
alſo, which God hath not afforded them, we ought 
to magnify the Giver of this double Talent to us, 
and labour to be found faithful Improvers of it to 
his Honour and Glory, 


I grant the holy Scriptures are a Cabinet lock'd, 
till he who has the Key of David opens them to us: 
And therefore we are to wait upon him for the 
unlocking of the Myſtery, but by no means to neglect 
or diſeſteem them. Tis the Error of many Pro- 
feſſors at this Day, to raiſe their Value too high, 
and to lay too great a Streſs upon them, even to the 
neglecting of the holy Spirit; but we ſhall run into 
another 1 if we either debaſe or diſuſe them. 


But if the Enemy fail in his Attempt here, then 
he will endeavour to draw the Soul to Pride and 
irg, and either to be diſ-ſatisfied with its own 
eaſure of the Gift of God, or to prefer it to what 
others have received, whereby it ſometimes runs into 
Contempt of the preſent Diſpenſation, which is the 
4 to continue to the End of Time, under 
Pretence of ſomething higher and better, and ſo into 
a partial, if not a total Apoſtaſy from the Truib. 


C 4 By 


( 32 J 

By theſe, and ſundry other ſerpentine Wiles, 
whereof I have had ſome Experience in my Progreſs 
Sion- ward, and under which I have known the Lord's 
Power nigh to ſupport, and from which, in his 
appointed Seaſon, to deliver me, praiſed be his 
holy Name for ever ; doth the Prince of Darkneſs 
attack and beſet thoſe Souls who are turned to the 
true Light, And I bleſs the God of my Salvation, 
I can truly ſay, my Soul doth ſympathize with them 
under their Exerciſes and Temptations of ſeveral 
Kinds, and is in a great Travail for them, that they 
may come to ſee both how they are beſet, and who 
it is that beſets them, and flee for Refuge to the 
Hope of Jrael, who is the Sanctuary of the Afflict- 


ed, and a ſtrong Tower of Pefence againſt the Face 
of their Enemy. 


The Myſtery Iniquity, which is at work in our, as 
it was in former Days, is to many a hidden Myſtery ; 
for Antichriſt is ſtill the ſame that ever he was, ob- 
ſtructing, as much as in him lies, the Beginning, 
Progreſs and Perfection of the York of Chriſt, by 
innumerable Arts and Stratagems. And that he 
may carry on his Satanical Deſigns the more ſucceſs- 
tully, he oftentimes appears by way of Imitation 
and Reſemblance, as an Angel of Light, and that 


with Power, Signs, and lying Wonders ; for his 


Coming is after the Working of Satan, and by his 
deluſive Transformations, he ſeems to give a kind 
of Life to the Image of the Beaſt, whereby many 
through their own Unwatchfulneſs have been de- 
ceived, and brought to worſhip the Image inſtead of 
the Subſtance. Antichriſt hath his Dreams, Viſions, 
Voices, Raptures, Exlaſies, Hymns and Songs, in Imi- 
tation of Chriſt ; for being the Prince of the Power 
of the Air, if he can but make the Mind airy, he 
is then in his proper Element or Region; and hath 
Power there, as well as Place and Opportunity, w 
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raiſe ſtrange and various Likeneſſes, and to work 
his lying Wonders and Deluſions 


Therefore this ſubtle Enemy is to be watched 
againſt with all Diligence, whether he roar as a Lion, 
range as a Bear, tempt and twiſt as a Serpent, or 
appear in the Similitude of an Angel of Light : Re- 
member the Words of our Lord Jeſus to his Diſ- 
ciples, What I ſay unto you, I ſay unto all, watch, 
Mark xiii. 37. And that we may watch as we 
ought to do, the Truth requires that we keep very 
low and tender in our Spirits, very till and {lent 
in our Minds before the Lord; for out of this 


Frame there is no profitable or advantagious Watch- 


ing. The exalted Mind is careleſs, the hard Heart 
inſenſible, and in the Noiſe or Hurries there can 
be no right or regular Attention, Therefore, that 
we may watch profitably, let us wait lowly ; for *tis 
the Lowly the Lord hath Reſpe& unto, and the 


Meek whom he will guide in Judgment, and teach 
his Way. 


A watchful State, my dear Friends, is a precious 
State; there is true Teaching and ſafe Conduct in it: 
But, as I before minded, there is no Watching to 
any Profit, out of a lou, tender, ſtill Frame of Spirit : 
Therefore let us be in a Travail for this neceſſar 
Qualification, this indiſpenſable Preparatory to ſo 
excellent, ſo needful, and ſo advantagious a Work, 
as right Watching is, 


Ass we are found in this Frame, and doing this 
Work faithfully, the Light will diſcover unto us 
all the Warks of Darkneſs, the whole Myſtery of Ini- 
quity; and we ſhall be inabled thereby, for of our- 
ſelves we cannot do it, not only to reſiſt and repel, 
but allo to get the Victory over the Enemy. 
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If we keep here, we ſhall avoid the two dangerous 
Extreams of ſtaying behind, or running before our 
Guide; of turning aſide to the right Hand or to the 
left ; between which lies our Preſervation, O the 
Blefledneſs of a lot, contrite, filent waiting, watchful 
State ! Here we know true and profitable Teaching; 
here we feel the preſent Motions of Life ; and as 
Lite ftirs, ſo Strength renews, and Virtue is added 
to aur Faith; and the noble Seed of God ariſeth 
into Dominion over all. 


Fhe Spirit of Truth guides the Obedient into all 
T*xtÞ ;, and it not only guides into, but it preſerves 
them in it, from the Error and Deluſion of the 
wicked One. The Truth is the Rock of Ages, the 
Righteous are built upon it, and the Gates of Hell 
Mall never prevail either againſt it or them, as 
they abide and perſevere faithfully therein. 


Finally, my dear Friends, let us ſee to it, that 
we ſtand always in the Counſel and Croſs of Chriſt, 
and then our Standing will be ſure and unmoveable ; 
otherwiſe we ſhall while about as the inconſtant 
Wind, and be as unſtable as the floating Water. 


Naw the God of Peace, that brought again from 
the Dead our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the great Shep- 
herd of the Sheep, 2 the Blood of the ever- 
laſting Covenant, eſtabliſh you in his bleſſed Fruth, 
make you pokes in every good Work, to do his 
Will, working in you that which is well-pleaſing in 
his Sight, through Jefus Chriſt ; to whom be Glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 


George's Court, near Hick's 
Hall, London, the 28th'of 
the Eighth Month, 1698. 


RicHARD CLARIDGE. 
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Propoſed by Joun Tou Bs, a Preacher among 
the Baptiſts, concerning Juſtification. 


The Queſtion. 


What is the Matter of our Fuſtification in the 
Sight of GOD? 


The Anſwer. 
W the ſeveral Opinions of Papiſts, Cal- 


viniſts and Arminians, which as they are at 
great Odds and Variance among themſelves about 
this Point, ſo they are all of them ſhort of the 
Truth, according to the Account given of Juftificq- 
tion in the holy Scriptures; I ſhall premiſe a few 
Things for the clearing of the Way, and then ſpeak 
diſtinctly to the Queſtion itſelf. 


1ſt. Man, in his loſt Eftate, or firſt Nature, is 
wholly unable, by any natural Power of his own, 
to deliver himſelf, or do any Thing in order to 
deliver himfelf out of that Eſtate ; he not being 
able of himſelf to do the leaſt Thing that is ſpiritu- 


ally good. 


_ 2dly. The merciful God, of his own free Grace 
Love, in tender Pity and Compaſſian to Man, in 
order to deliver him out. of this deplorable State, 
ſent the Lord 7e Cbriſt, his beloved Son, into the 
World, to taſte Death for every Man, and be a 
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Propitiation for the Sins of the whole World, that who- 
foever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have 
everlaſting Life. 


3aly. Chriſt, by his one Offering once offered, 
thro? the Blood of bis Crofs by the eternal Spirit, with- 
out Spot to God, hath ſo far anſwered the Juſtice of 
God, and reconciled us to him, even while we are 
Enemies, as that we are put into a Capacity of 
having our Sins that are paſt remitted upon our 
Nepentance. 


Athly. As we are put into this Capacity, by the 
Favour of God, and the Sufferings and Death of 
Cbriſt; ſo there is a Meaſure of that Life, Light, 
Spirit, Grace and Power that was in him, commu- 
nicated unto us, as the free Gift of God, to inable 


us to believe and repent, in order to our Recovery 
out of our loſt Eftate. | 


5thly. As we come to witneſs this Life, Light, Spi- 
Tit, Grace, and Power of God, in our ſeveral Mea- 
ſures reſpectively, quickning, enlightning, ſanctify- 
ing, cleanſing, and redeeming us from the Power of 
Sin and Satan, and bringing us into Union and 
Communion with God, from whom we were at a 
Diſtance, and to whom we were Enemies, by wicked 
Works ; ſo we alſo come to know our Juſtification, 
that we who were before ungodly and unrighteous, 
are now made holy and righteous. 


Theſe Things being thus premiſed, I give this 


ſhort, plain and true Anſwer to the Queſtion, and 


Tay, That Chriſt's Righteouſneſs alone is the Matter 
of our Fuſtification in the Sight of God, according to 
that in the Prophet, in his Day, Judah Hall be 
ſaved, and Iſrael Mall dwell ſafely ; and this is the 
Name whereby he ſhall be called, THE Lone 
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OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, Fer. xxiii. 6. which 
is confirmed by the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. i. 30. But of 
him are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, who of God is made unto 
us Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, and Sandtiſication, and 
Redemption. Where obſerve, the Apoſtle doth not 
ſay, Chriſt is imputed, or reckoned, as the Word is 
generally taken by ſome, to ſignify an external Im- 
pulation of a Righteouſneſs made up of Chriſt's 
attive and paſſive Obedience, to Perſons unſanctified 
in their inward Man, and by which David and Peter 
ſtood juſtified (as they ſay) before God ; the one 
in his Adultery and Murder; and the other even 
while he denied Chriſt with Curſing and Swearing. 
But he faith, Chriſt is made nnio us Wiſdom and 
Righteouſneſs, &c. Where the Greek, £ywvign, and the 
Latin, Padtus eſt, (as Beza renders it) are full to 
my Purpoſe : For both theſe Words import a real 
making, and that of a Change in the 2 hing or Perſon, 
ſaid to be made ſo or ſo, and not an imputative 
only, in the common Proteſtants Acceptation of the 
Word, which is but notional and imaginary. 


But if it be objected, Chriſt's Righteouſneſs is im- 
puted to us, who are unrighteous; even as our Sins are 
imputed to him, who had no Sin, neither was Guile 
found in his Mouth, 


I anſwer, this hath no Strength at all in it, 
whatever the Objecters may ſuppoſe it hath : For, 


Tf. Our Sins were never ſo imputed to Chriſt, as 
that God did therefore repute him a Sinner, : Nay, 
there is no ſuch Phraſe or Expreſſion in the holy 
Scriptures, as the imputing of our Sins to Chriſt. 
The Apoſtle ſays, He hath made him to be Sin for us 
who knew no Sin, 2 Cor. v. 21. That is, a Sacra- 


fice for Sin, as the Greek awap]ia, and the Hebrew 


Nur often ſignifie in the old Teſtament, to which 
the 
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the Apoſtle refers; but he doth not ſay, Chrift was 
made à Sinner for us. 


2dly,. As God never reputed Chriſt a Sinner, tho' 
he bore our Griefs, carried our Sorrows, was wounded 
for our Tranſgreſſion, and the Lord laid upon bim the 
Ixiguities of us all, Iſa. liii. 4, 5, 6. And was by 
Men condemned as a Sinner, and numbred among the 
Tranſgreſſors : So Chriſt never died, never gave him- 
felf a Sacrifice for us, to the End we ſhould be 
accounted or reputed righteous, and yet be no more 
ſo in Truth and Reality, than Chriſt himſelf was 
a Sinner, who was without Sin, Heb. iv. 15. Holy, 
harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate from Sinners, Chap. vii. 
26. But the End of his Death is thus ſet forth: 
And that he died for all, that they which live, fbould 
not benceforth live unto themſelves, but unto bim which 
died for them, and roſe again, 2 Cor. v. 15. For 
God hath not appointed us to Wrath, but ts obtain 
Salvation by our Lord Feſus Chriſt ; who died for us, 
that whether we wake or fleep, we ſhould live togetber 
with him, 1 Theſſ. v. 9, 10. 


But if there be thought to be any Weight or 
Force in the Objection, then I defire thoſe who 
urge it, to aſſign ſome Reaſon, why any more 
Righteouſneſs or Holineſs is required in us, than there 
was Sin or Iniquity in Chriſt ; if we are bau, by 
the meer Imputation of Chriſt i Righteouſaz/s, as they 
allo ſay, he was a Sinner by the meer Imputation of 
our Sins to him, 


The Matter then of our Juſtification in the Sight 
ef God, is the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt alone; not that 
which is by bare Imputation only, but that which is 
by real Transformation allo, when Jes Chriſt is 
formed in us, Gal. iv. 19. When we are rencued in 


the Spirit of our Minds, Ephel. iv. 23. are ſaved 7 
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the Waſhing of Regeneration, and Renewing of the bol) 
Ghoſt, Tit. iii. 5. are Partakers of the divine Nature, 
2 Pet. i. 4. and fo become one with Chrift, as the 
Branches are one with the Vine. And by or in this 
ſpiritual Birth, or Formation of Cbriſt in us, the 
* of Glory, Col. i. 27. we ſtand formally juſtified, 
and have a Right and Title to whatſoever he hath 
done and ſuffered for us. For when we feel the Life 
of Feſus made manifeſt in our Bodies, 2 Cor. iv. 10. 
and the travailing Szed of God really brought forth 
in Birth; when we know a being waſhed, /antiified, 
juſtified in the Name of the Lord Jeſus Chrift, and 
by the Spirit of our God, 1 Cor. vi. 11. then the 
Obedience, perſonal Righteouſneſs, Sufferings and Death 
of Chriſt comes to be ours, and we enjoy him not 
divided from himſelf, and two Chriſts, as ſome 
erroneouſly ſpeak, but one entire Chriſt, whole and 
undivided, tbe Righteoufneſs of God by Faith. 


Yb Sq 


So that Juſtification and Sanctification, are in the 
preſent Cafe, inſeparably conjoined, and taken the 
one for the other. For Fuſtification, according to 
the Etymology of the Word, which is a Com- 
pound of Juſtum & facio, denotes a making juſt, | 
do not ſay, that this is the only Senſe of the Word, 
it having many other Significations in the Scripture z 
but thoſe are improper and metaphorical, To 
juſtify, is to make juſt ; as to ſantiify, is to make 
holy. A Man cannot be made holy, by an imputed 
Holineſs. It is the real Work of the Spirit of God, 
to make holy of unboly. Nor can a Man be made 
juſt by an imputed Juſtice ; he may be reputed, or 
reckoned juſt, upon the Account of ſuch an Imputa- 
lion; but what will that avail him in the Sight ot 

God, if he is not made juſt by a real Righteouſneſs ? 
For the Unrighteous ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of 
God, 1 Cor. vi. 9. In order therefore to the Enjoy - 
ment of that Inheritance, it is of abſolute Neceſlity, 0 
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that a Man be made righteous, or conſtituted righ- 
teous ; which none can truly be ſaid to be, but by 
an inward Juſtice effectually formed in the Soul, by 
the Operation of the holy Ghoſt. In this Righteouſ- 
neſs, the Soul hath Acceptance with the Lord, and 
in none other; this being the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
the Lamb of God, who taketh away the Sin of the 
World: For if Sin ſtill remain, where's the Rigb- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, who was manifeſted to tate away 
Sin? 1 John iii. 5. The Cale is poſitively deter- 
mined by the Apoſtle John : Every one that doth 
Righteouſneſs, is born of him, i. e. of God, 1 John ii. 
29, Or is righteous, even as he is righteous, 1 John 
Il. 7. Whoſoever doth not Righteouſneſs is not of God, 
Verſ. 10. Imputation or Reputation will be of no 
Advantage to that Perſon, who is not righteous by 
Regeneration and Renovation. 


RICHARD CLARIDGE. 
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A SOLEMN 


INVITATION, 


In the tender Love of Go p, 


Unto all Sorts of religious Profeſſors, under their 
ſeveral external Modes and Forms of Worſhip, 
deviſed and uſed in the Will and Wiſdom of Man, 
to turn their Minds inward to the Light of Chriſt 
Jeſus in their own Hearts, and to wait patiently 
upon the Lord therein, that they may come to 
know Redemption from Sin and Death, and un- 
acceptable Worſhip ; and be as lively Stones, built 
up a Spiritual Houſe, an holy Prieſthood, to offer 
up ſpiritual Sacrifices, acceptable to God, by Jeſus 
Chriſt the only Mediator between God and Man. 


HE Glory of the Goſpel-Diſpenſation hath been 

and is greatly darkned, by the ſad Apoſtacy of 
Man from the Light and Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and the Myſtery of Iniquity doth ſo generally prevail 
over the Face of Chriſtendom, that notwithſtanding 
the many Pretences on foot at this Day, to pure and 
primitive Chriſtianity, whether by the Papiſts on the 
one Hand, or thoſe that profeſs themſelves reformed, 
under National or Congregational Forms, on the 
other, the Man of Sin. ſtill keeps upon his Throne, 
and continues his uſurp'd Dominion in the Hearts 
of Multitudes of People. 


Many of the firſt Reformers, both in this and. 
other Nations, began and ran well for their Time; 
they manifeſted great Zeal for God againſt Popi/ſh 

D Corruptions 


1 


Corruptions and Innovations in Doctrine, Worſhip, 
Diſcipline and Tithes, according to the Meaſure of 
Light then diſcovered to them, and loved not their 
Lives unto the Death; but ſome in Exile, or in 
Goals and Dungeons, and others at the Stake or 
Gibbet, finiſhed their Teſtimony as faithful Mar- 
tyrs of the Lamb, leaving a ſweet and precious 
Memorial of their victorious Faith and patient 
Suffering behind them, that others might follow 
their Steps, as they had done their Lord and Maſter 
Chriſt Jeſus, who endured the Croſs, and deſpiſed 
the Shame, and is now ſet down on the right Hand 
of God. 


But others there were in that Day, who being 
unfaithful to the Manifeſtation of the Spirit of God in 
themſelves, which firſt opened their Minds to give 
them a Sight of their own Eſtates, and the Abomi- 
nations that were ſet up and practiſed inſtead of the 
pure Truth and Worſhip of God; the Viſion ſoon 
cloſed again, and the Morning turned to Night, 
and groſs Darkneſs quickly overſpread their Habita- 
tions; ſo that they knew not how to go on with the 
Work which the Lord of Glory had begun in that 
Dawning of the Reformation. But their Underſtand- 
ings being blinded, and their Language confounded, 
while they laboured to pull down one Babel, they 
contended alſo at the ſame Time to erect another. 
Yea, ſo active and induſtrious were thoſe Babel- 
builders in that dark Night of Contuſion, and ſo 
ignorantly zealous for their ſeveral Platforms, which 
through Pride, or worldly Policy, or for ſecular 
Advantage, one Party would prefer and ſet up in 
Oppoſition to another; that though there was 
ſomething going forward under the ſpecious Title 
and Semblance of a Reformation, yet it amounted 
to no more than a plain Deformation 3 the Abomina- 
din of Deſolation ſtill ſtanding in the bely Place. For 
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though they divided, and ſubdivided, both among 
themſelves, and from one another, and cut off here 


and there an Excreſence, or ſuperfluous Branch, 


yet the Axe was not laid to the Root, nor were the 
Maſter-Boughs lop'd off, but the accurſed Tree of 
Apoſtacy ſtill grew and flouriſhed in its ancient 
Strength and Vigour, notwithſtanding all they had 
done, or pretended to do to the contrary. | 


And when they had, after much Time ſpent in 
contriving their particular Models, formed them- 
ſelves into diſtin Societies and Communions, and 
put out Articles, Confeſſions, Creeds and Catechiſms, 
compoled in their fleſhly Wiſdom ; as one Party 
got the Secular Power on their Sides, ſevere and 
languinary Laws were enacted to force and perſecute 
thoſe that diſſented from them. 


Thus as Changes and Revolutions happened in 
the Civil Government, ſo their Schemes of Religion 
varied; and the Sword of the Magiſtrate, that was 
drawn to protect and. enforce one, was frequently 
uſed to the Suppreſſion and Deſtruction of the other. 
For every Party thought their own Way and Model 
beſt, and moſt agreeable to the holy Scriptures 3 
and yet neither of them, when brought to Trial, 
could make out their Claim by thoſe Sacred Re- 


cords; for they all erred, not knowing the Scriptures, 
nor the Power of God. 


This was the miſerable State and Condition of 
thoſe in the former Age ; and to deſcend to this pre- 
ſent Generation, was not the Caſe the ſame, as Epiſ- 
copacy or Presbytery got uppermoſt ? Did they not 
endeavour to compel Men, by perſecuting Laws, 


into their ſeveral Cummunions ? And ſince the penal 


Laws concerning Religion have been laid afide, rho? 
one Party cannot now force another; yet the ſame 
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Spirit that acted in their Predeceſſors, tis to be fear- 
ed, remains in too many of them; and that *tis not. 
Will to Compulſion and Violence, but Power to 
effect it, which is wanting. 


O how blindly zealous are they, for their reſpec- 
tive Models and Syſtems! What a Contention is 
among them for this and the other Man-made Doc- 
trine, Worſhip and Ordinance, which they ſeverally 
believe and practice, catching at Shadows, and let- 
ting go the Subſtance ; crying up the outward Shape 
and Form, but neglecting the inward Life and Power 
of Chriſtianity, One cries, Lo here, and another 
cries, Lo there is Chriſt : Our Church is ſound and 
orthodox, ſays one; and ours is rightly conſtituted, 
according to the Goſpel, ſays another : Therefore come 
and join with us, cry they, or enter into Society with 
us ; for we come neareſt to the primitive and apoſtolick 
Pattern. | 
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But alas! they all fall ſhort of that; for they 
are all gone out of the Way, and turn'd aſide into 
crooked Paths of their own Invention. Therefore, 
when they ſhall ſay, See here, or See there, go not 
after them. For the Kingdom of God cometh not with 
Obſervation ; nor doth it ſtand in outward Gather- 
ings, outward Waſhings or Dippings, outward Eat- 
ings and Drinking, or any outward Conſtitutions or 
Practices whatſoever ; But the Kingdom of God is 
within, and is Righteouſneſs, and Peace, and Joy in 
the holy Ghoſt. So that the true Gathering is unto 
Chriſt in his inward Appearance; the true Waſhing, 
or Dipping, is the Baptiſm of the Spirit; and the 
true Eating and Drinking at the Table of the Lord, 
is inward and ſpiritual, But while Men feed, as it 
were, upon the Letter, and their Life ſtands in out- 
ward Obſervances, they are utter Strangers to the 
true Gathering, Baptiſm and Supper of the Lord j 
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and the glorious Myſtery of the Goſpel remains a 
dark Riddle to them. 


O the Darkneſs and Ignorance both of Prieſts 
and People, generally ſpeaking, among the ſeveral 
Sorts profeſſing Chriſtianity at this Day, by Rites 
and Uſages of meer human Inſtitution ! They are 
departed from the Truth, which is one, and was 
before any Men-made Churches and Congregations had 
a Being or a Name in the World, and are joined to 
the Spirit of Error, which alienates from the pure 
heavenly Light, Life and Power, which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus; and ſo both Priefts and People, while re- 
maining in the Alienation, are under Death, Dark- 
neſs and Bondage; and Antichriſt reigns within them, 
and Myſtery Babylon, the Beaſt and falſe Propher 
are within them, and the Lord's !wo Witneſſes, his 
Light and Spirit, lie ſlain in the Streets of the great 
City, which ſpiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, 
bd is within them, tho? they know it not. And here 
they crucify the Lord of Life and Glory, while they 
outwardly profeſs Faith in him; here they condemn 
and kill the juſt One, while they pretend to magnify 
him in their Doctrines, Worſhips and Ordinances ; 
which being Pictures without Life, Shadows without 
the Subſtance, and broken Ciſterns that will hold no 
Water, cannot yield any true Refreſnment or Satis- 
faction to the travailing and thirſty Soul. 


This is no raſh or inconſiderate Charge, but a 
ſober Teſtimony and Declaration, ſpringing from 
that Experience which J have had of them in Days 
that are paſt, when I was, as many others now are, 
ſeeking the Living among the Dead, and running 
from Hill to Mountain, from one empty Form to 


another, to find out that which my Soul deſired, 


Reſt, Peace, and Satisfaftion, but it was not there 
to he had. 8 
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But bleſſed for ever be the Name of the Lord, 
who was pleaſed to ſhew Mercy to me in that 
ſeeking and diſtreſſed Day, and to open the Way 
of Lite and Salvation to me, in his Son Chriſt 
Jeſus, whom J was looking for without, in Duties 
and Performances, begun, continued and ended in 
my own Will and Time; but, behold ! be was not 
there. 


But ſome may aſk, Where then was he ? I anſwer, 
he was within; there he met with me, and there I 
found the Beloved of my Soul, the Chiefeſt of Ten 
Thouſand. For as I was enabled to turn my Mind 
inward, to the Manifeſtation of his Light and Spirit 
in my Heart, and to give up in Obedience thereunto 3 
ſo I came to have my Underſtanding opened by him, 
and to ſee him to be my only and alone Saviour, 
as I diligently attended to him in that heavenly 
Appearance, 


Now the Way through which it pleaſed the Lord 
to lead me, (and I teſtify for God, *tis the Yay that 


all his redeemed Ones mult travel, as to the Kind and 


Nature of it) was through Judgment, judging down 
the Man of Sin, and the franſgreſſing Nature, and 
bringing that into Subjection which would not have 
the right Heir to reign over me. And as this judg- 
ing Work went forward, which was terrible to Fleſh 
and Blood; for the Day of the Lord burn'd as an Oven, 
and he was like a Refiner*s Fire, and as Fuller's Soap, 
my Soul was made to bow down before him, and to 
love his righteous Judgments, and willingly to bear 
the Indignation of the Lord, becauſe I had ſinned 
againſt him. Now his Rebukes were ſweet, and his 
Chaſtiſements pleaſant to me; for in mine Afliction 
be was afflicted, and the Angel of his Preſence ſuſtain d 
me, and bore me up, or | had fainted when he turn'd 
his Hand upon me. But this was his Love and 
Kindneſs 
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Kindneſs to me, that he might purge away my Droſs, 
and tate away " Tin, and make me fit to offer up 
unto him an Offering in Righteouſneſs. Glory, 
Glory, be aſcribed unto him for ever ! 


Now it Men would be in a State rightly qualified 
to perform acceptable Worſhip to the Lord, to offer 
unto him an Offering in Righteouſneſs, they muſt firſt 
come to know Redemption through Judgment, and a 
Purging by the great Refiner, as of Gold and Silver, 
And as this Purging or Cleanſing comes to be ex- 
perienced, ſo they will be fit to compaſs the Altar 
of the Lord, and to pay their Vows to the moſt 
high God, Then, and not till then, will the Obla- 
tions of any, whether under this or the other external 
Form, be pleaſant to the Lord. 


Now *tis the earneſt Deſire of my Soul unto the 
God of my Life, that all the outward Worſhippers, 
of every Denomination, might come to witneſs ſuch 
a State, wherein their Offerings may be acceptable 
unto the Lord, viz. a State of Redemption from 
Iniquity, and Purgation from Sin: For, for this Pur- 
pole the Son of God was manifeſted, that he might 
deſtroy the Works of the Devil, redeem from all Ini- 
quity, and purify unto bimſelf a peculiar People, zealous 
of good Works. 


And it is my Teſtimony this Day, which the 
Lord my God hath given me to bear for his Name, 
that whoever would come to witneſs this State of 
Redemption, both from Sin and unacceptable Worſhip, 
they muſt come to the Light of Chriſt Jeſus in their 
own Hearts, and wait patiently upon the Lord 
therein, For this is the i. to it, as *tis recorded 
in the Scriptures of Truth, and manifeſted unto 
me by the holy Spirit ; neither is there another for 
any of the Sons and Daughters of Men. 


T herefore 
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Therefore I earneſtly beſeech all that may be 
concerned in this Teſtimony, to turn immediately 
to the Light of Chriſt Jeſus within them : For Chriſt 
within is the Hope of Glory, And I preſs it ſo much 
the more upon them, becauſe I have had Experience 
in my Meaſure of the divine Power and Virtue that 
is in it; and becauſe I know it is the Day of God's 
great and univerſal Love to the Children of Men, 
wherein he would have all Men to be ſaved, and 10 
come unto the Knowledge of the Truth, Feruſalem had 
a Day, and ſo have all the Nations and Families of 
the Earth. Cloſe therefore immediately with the 
preſent Invitation of God: For, behold, now is the 
accepted Time; behold ! now is the Day of Salvation. 


RICHARD CLARIDGE. 
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